
VATS Annual Report (2017)

Editorial Office 
vats@amegroups.com

VATS
Video-Assisted Thoracic Surgery

vats.amegroups.com

mailto:vats@amegroups.com
mailto:vats@amegroups.com


Outline of the Report

1. Basic Information 

2. Editors-in-Chief 

3. VATS Editorial Board Members 

4. Geographical Distribution of VATS Editorial Board Members 

5. Published Articles in 2017 

6. Diverse Types of 2017 Published Articles 

7. International Diversity of 2017 Corresponding Authors 

8. Special Section “Troubleshooting VATS: Tips and Tricks” 

9. 2017 Focused Issues and Guest Editors 

10.  Upcoming Focused Issues and Guest Editors 

11.  Exhibition on Academic Forum in 2017 

12.  Sino-US Conference on VATS 

13.  The Publisher: AME Publishing Company



1. Basic Information

• The 1st English journal dedicated to VATS in 

international community  

• Newly-launched in May 2016 

• International, Peer-Reviewed, Open-Access 

• The VATS journal will serve as a dedicated platform 

where key questions in the field of VATS may be 

answered by publishing flexible and diverse article 

genres in a fast electronic publication mode.  

• Technical questions can easily be addressed because of 

its ability to publish videos.



2. Editors-in-Chief

Lunxu Liu, MD 

West China Hospital, 
Chengdu, China

Mark W. Onaitis, MD 

UC San Diego Health - La Jolla, Moores 
Cancer Center,  
La Jolla, USA



On behalf of the VATS editorial team, we would like to extend our heartfelt gratitude to all the 

Editorial Board Members, Guest Editors, Section Editors, Authors, Reviewers and Readers who 

have contributed to and supported VATS since its birth. In the new year, we warmly welcome more 

excellent surgeons and researchers to join us to make VATS an innovative and significant platform 

for the field.

Lunxu Liu, MD 

EIC of VATS 
West China Hospital, Sichuan University,  
Chengdu, China

Mark W. Onaitis, MD     
   
EIC of VATS 
Moores Cancer Center,  
UC San Diego Health - La Jolla,  
La Jolla, USA



3. VATS Editorial Board Members

About 10 experts joined VATS 

Editorial Board in 2017. Since its 

launch in May 2016, over 40 thoracic 

experts worldwide have joined VATS 

Editorial Board, and more will come.

URL:  
http://vats.amegroups.com/about/
editorialTeam

http://vats.amegroups.com/about/editorialTeam


4. Geographical Distribution of VATS Editorial Board Members 

41 Board Members come from 

different countries and regions with 

the majority from the USA, Italy, 

and Japan

China 
5%

South Korea 
5%Spain 

5%

UK 
7%

Japan 
7%

Italy 
29%

USA 
27%

Australia 2%

Poland 2%

Turkey 2%

France 2%

Germany 2%

Denmark 2%



VATS altogether published 111 

articles since first launched in 

May 2016, including 77 in 2017, 

with diverse article types. 

Note: A screenshot of some 

articles published in 2017.

5. Published Articles in 2017



Case Report 
5%

Others 
10%

Surgical Technique 
19%

Editorial 
22%

Original & Review Articles 
43%

6. Diverse Types of 2017 Published Articles

In 2017, VATS has published 77 articles, 33 of 

which are original and review articles, 17 of 

which are editorials written by well-known 

experts around the world.   Others are surgical 

techniques, case reports, preface, foreword, view 

point, meet the professor, etc.



7. International Diversity of 2017 Corresponding Authors

Corresponding authors of the 77 articles 

published in 2017 come from different 

countries and regions with the majority 

from the UK, Italy, and Japan.
 Italy 
4%

Taiwan 
4%

France 
5%

Poland 
5%

Turkey 
6%

China 
9%

USA 
9%

Japan 
13%

 UK 
13% Italy 

22%

Spain 1%
India 1%
Canada 1%
Brazil 1%
Belgium 1%
Austria 1%
Australia 1%



8. Special Section “Troubleshooting VATS: Tips and Tricks”

Section Chairman: 
Sai Yendamuri, MD, FACS, FCCP 

Professor and Chair, Department of Thoracic Surgery, 
Director, Thoracic Surgery Research Laboratory, Co-
leader, Lung Disease Site Research Group, Physician 
Leader, Thoracic Oncology Center, Roswell Park Cancer 
Institute, Buffalo, NY, USA

Published Articles in 2017

Foreword of the new section “Troubleshooting VATS: tips and tricks” 
Sai Yendamuri, Lunxu Liu, Mark W. Onaitis

Thoracoscopic pleural tenting following bullectomy to reduce postoperative air leak 
Pankaj Kumar Garg, Sai Yendamuri

http://vats.amegroups.com/article/view/3732/4463
http://vats.amegroups.com/article/view/4138/4876


Minimally invasive VATS thymectomy for Myasthenia Gravis

9. 2017 Published Focused Issues and Guest Editors

Alper Toker, MD 

President of the ESTS in 2015. 
Director and Professor,  
Department of Thoracic Surgery,  
Istanbul Medical School, Istanbul University,  
Istanbul, Turkey

http://vats.amegroups.com/post/view/focused-issue-minimally-invasive-vats-thymectomy-for-myasthenia-gravis-edited-by-alper-toker


Special Issue Dedicated to the International VATS Symposium 2017

Marco Scarci, MD, 
FRCS(Eng), FCCP 

Department of Thoracic 
Surgery, University College 
of London Hospitals, 
London, UK

Roberto Crisci, MD 

Professor of Thoracic Surgery, MeSVA Department 
University of L’Aquila (Italy). 
Chief, Division of Thoracic Surgery 
“Mazzini” Hospital, Teramo (Italy). 
Secretary of the Italian Society for Thoracic Surgery (SICT). 
Founder and Scientific Director, Italian VATS Group.

9. 2017 Published Focused Issues and Guest Editors

http://vats.amegroups.com/post/view/focused-issue-vats-special-issue-dedicated-to-the-4th-international-vats-symposium-2017


Video-assisted major thoracic procedures: approaches

Dominique Gossot, MD 

Head of Thoracic Department, 
Institut Mutualiste Montsouris,  
Paris, France

9. 2017 Published Focused Issues and Guest Editors

http://vats.amegroups.com/post/view/focused-issue-video-assisted-major-thoracic-procedures-approaches


Non-intubated Thoracic Surgery

10. Upcoming Focused Issues and Guest Editors

Tommaso Claudio Mineo 

Emeritus Professor of Thoracic Surgery, 
Department of Surgery and Experimental 
Medicine, Tor Vergata University, Rome, Italy 

Marcello Migliore 

Section of General Thoracic Surgery, 
University of Catania, Policlinic University 
Hospital, Catania, Italy



VATS for Locally Advanced Lung Cancer

Todd Demmy, MD, FACS 

Department of Thoracic Surgery, Roswell 

Park Cancer Institute,  

Buffalo, USA

10. Upcoming Focused Issues and Guest Editors



Esophageal surgery

Scott J. Swanson, MD 

Director of Minimally Invasive Thoracic Surgery, 

Brigham and Women’s Hospital, 

Dana-Farber Cancer Institute,  

Massachusetts, USA

10. Upcoming Focused Issues and Guest Editors



Minimally Invasive Management of Infectious Pleuropulmonary Diseases

Marco Scarci, MD, FRCS(Eng), FCCP 

Department of Thoracic Surgery, 
University College of London Hospitals, 
London, UK

Ilaria Righi, MD 

Thoracic Surgery and Lung Transplant Unit, 
Fondazione IRCCS Ca' Granda Ospedale 
Maggiore Policlinico, 
University of Milan, Milan, Italy

10. Upcoming Focused Issues and Guest Editors



The 4th International Uniportal VATS course 

Diego Gonzalez-Rivas, MD, FECTS 

Department of Thoracic Surgery, 
Coruña University Hospital, Coruña, 
Spain

Mahmoud Ismail, MD 

Surgical Clinic, Charité - 
Universitätsmedizin Berlin, Germany

10. Upcoming Focused Issues and Guest Editors



11. Exhibition on Academic Forums in 2017

The VATS journal was exhibited at 

(A) the 4th International 

Uniportal VATS Course in Berlin, 

Germany; (B) the International 

VATS Symposium 2017 in London, 

UK; (C) the 2017 American 

Association for Thoracic Surgery 

(AATS), Boston, USA, etc. and 

aroused great interest among 

international experts. 

A

CB



12. Sino-US Conference on VATS 

      --A regular academic exchange activity based on the journal

The conference will be held 

every year, which aspires to 

establish fruitful 

collaborations between 

surgeons across the globe 

in order to help answer 

important questions facing 

the field of VATS. 



12. Sino-US Conference on VATS 
      --A regular academic exchange activity based on the journal

The annual conference takes place alternately in the West China Hospital and UC San 
Diego Health Moores Cancer Center. 

The 1st Sino-US Conference on VATS will be held at UC San Diego Health Moores Cancer 
Center in 2018; 

The 2nd Sino-US Conference on VATS will be held at the West China Hospital in 2019; 

The 3rd Sino-US Conference on VATS will be held at UC San Diego Health Moores Cancer 
Center in 2020… 

We warmly welcome all thoracic surgeons and researchers worldwide to join this 
meaningful conference, to share their valuable expertise and to help move forward the 
field of VATS and ultimately benefit the patients. 



13. The Publisher: AME Publishing Company 

Our Publisher– 
AME Publishing Company 
www.amegroups.com 

• Established in 2009 
• Registered in Hong Kong 
• 10 offices around the world 

• 40+ peer-reviewed journals 
- 4 indexed in SCIE 
- 18 indexed in PubMed/PMC/MEDLINE 
- 13 indexed in ESCI 

• 60+ Medical Books 
- 30+ Medical Books in English 
- 30+ Medical Books in Chinese



13. The Publisher: AME Publishing Company 
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